
Lake City Betterment Association 

 

Smallest Motorcycle-Jenifer Villhauer 

Largest Motorcycle-John McKenney 

Best Paint-Vincent Ratliff 

Best Rat-Randy Tasler 

Bicycle-Dalton Payer 

 

I learned a lot from this event, some 

things to do a little different and some 

to stay the same.  I welcome any sug-

gestions or ideas for next year.  There 

is definitely room for improvement in 

some areas.  I am planning to have a  

quick meeting October 2nd for Fall 

Festival input.  

Judging from the smiles on the kids 

faces I would say the day was an 

overall success. 

 

Octoberr 2007 

Fall Festival 

What a wonderful day to ‘play in 

Lake City.’  Our town square was all 

a buzz.  Congratulations to our con-

test winners:   

911 Chili– 1st Lake City Fire Depart-

ment, 2nd Rockwell City Fire Depart-

ment 

Chili-1st “Big Daddy’ Mackenzie & 

Brad Addison, 2nd ‘Big Al’ Al & 

Tracey Toms, 3rd ‘Just Jim’ Jim Daisy 

Salsa-1st ‘Hot Stuff’ Diane Speck & 

John Vaughan, 2nd ‘Busch Light 

Banditos’ Pat & Sandy Vogel, 3rd 

Diane Carroll 

Pie-1st Pat Carroll 

Custom  Motorcycle-Shawn Roby 

Cruiser Motorcycle-Rodney Daiker 

Sport Motorcycle Mike Moran 

Live in...Work in...Play in 
Lake City, Iowa 

Join us for coffee  

Betterment Office on  

October 10th at 

10:00 AM 

Work in Lake City 

A huge THANK YOU to all the volunteers.  You guys make me proud 

to call Lake City my home.  You played a huge role in making this 

event a success.  I can’t thank you enough.  

Horse Rides: John/Ty/Clayton Weiderin, Jamie & Jill Westcott, Sherry Jansen, Scott DeVries, 

Hannah Corey, Sidney/Ally Batz, Mark/Deb/Janelle/Ashley/Emily Holly, Jim/Pat Fonken.  Street 

Races:  Brian Hanson, Ashley Winter, Katie Block.  Ticket Booth: Lois Smith, Janet Daisy.  Pie 

Toss:  Jim Brown, Earl Trachsel, Barb Mortensen, Eric Wood, Larry Irwin, Rick & Judy Handlos.  

Puppy Petting Zoo:  Rob Burley, Judy Cardenas, Terry Watters, Steve & Joann Harris.  Caramel 

Apples:  Betty Yunek, Jeff & Laura Wine, Vera Doty, Peg Baumhover.  Motorcycle Show:  Dean 

Wirtz, Judy Schrad, Dan Morrow, Carl Nelson.  Grillers/Servers:  Merrold & Joan Blair, Jim & 

Norine Bauman, Ron & Peg Meyer, Susie Huss, Ken Hying, Jeanne Devine.  Posters on planters:  

Paige Wilson.  Pumpkin Painting:  Jim Mohr, Doug & Starla Winter. 

Fall Festival 

re-hash meeting 

October 2nd at 6:00 
PM at the Lake City 
Betterment Associa-

tion Office 
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And this was my response: 

I think the 2 of us could have a long, healthy debate.  I’m not sure you fully understand the attributes of a small com-
munity.  I’m not sure what your position is at all. You start out telling me that new business ruins your community, you 
end up telling me that we don’t have adequate business to be an attractive community.  So which is it less or more?  
You complain that the bowling alley has closed but don’t wish to see it replaced?   

As for your opposition  of occupying a store front:  I’m sorry your product does not sell in Lake City and I hope you, as a 
sculptor, were not actively recruited to Lake City to perform and sell here.  I am a fairly knowledgeable individual with 
the presence of common sense.  I, as a professional, feel I can appropriately recruit businesses to suit our community.  
I, as in individual, would not be comfortable recruiting businesses that were not an appropriate fit.   

I have lived in Lake City for 4 years.  I was actively recruited here to operate a business which I continue to do.  I started 
my business on Main Street and later moved it to my home.  I gained a positive start in my business by opening on 
Main Street. Main Street allowed customers easy access to my services and products.  Main Street helped me build my 
clientele.  My success on Main Street was a contributing factor in my decision to  relocate to Lake City.  I operated my 
business and lived in a different community for almost a year before moving my family here.  By actively recruiting me, 
Lake City not only gained a business in the community,  they gained: a tax payer, 3 children in the school district, a pro-
active community leader, a helpful neighbor, and 4 new friends.   I  agree that overhead costs can significantly reduce 
the bottom line and that is why I eventually took my business to my home.  Not every business can operate a store 
front.  But, that empty store front on Main St was successfully filled with another business.  Every business has it’s own 
‘DNA’ and plays a significant role in a small community.  No 2 businesses in a small community can operate with the 
same business plan.  Again, as a professional, I wouldn’t want to recruit a poor match to our community. 

Back to the attributes of a small community.  You don’t see what our community offers?  I chose this pace, as many 
others have.  You claim ‘there’s little to do for a family with kids’.  I have 3 children whose lives are  filled with activity 
and things to do, frequently too many things to do.  What is wrong with families enjoying life amongst themselves 
rather than being constantly entertained by commercialism?  What is wrong with children’s days being filled with 
school, sports, chores, family dinners, neighborhood grill outs, church, community gatherings, and parents teaching 
principals.    I have a Weimaraner dog who just had 9 babies.  My children would not have had this opportunity if we 
lived in a fast paced community.  My daughters 7 and 8 walk to a school bus stop, by themselves, and help the younger 
neighbors cross the street.   My son (14)  has the freedom of mobility, his prized moped, to get around town.  My chil-
dren are safe doing these things because of the pace I chose in Lake City.  Believe me, I will also take those things into 
consideration when I recruit businesses. 

Even though a family owned business does not employ several people, they are vital to our community.  If I need a new 
washing machine I guarantee Ron Meyers will take time from his schedule to personally deliver it to my basement and 
hook it up.  If I broke my leg, the owner of that 1 grocery store you complain about, Mark Mittlestadt, would deliver my 
groceries and probably even put them away. Would Wal-mart or Woolworth take care of you like this.   As for kids 
graduating college and moving out of Iowa; there is always a flip side.  Many return due to a comfort level.   

The bottom line is:  Lake City is a ‘community’ not just a town or city on the map.  Lake City is our home, we choose to 
live here.  We, as a community, are capable of ensuring Lake City remain a ‘community’.  I like the positive attributes of 
our business community, I don’t want to see deterioration in our business community.  I enjoy the convenience our 
business community offers.  

 



 

 

Jenifer Villhauer 

113 1/2 E Main St 

Lake City, IA 51449 

Phone: 712-464-8115 

Website:  lakecityiowa.com 

E-mail: lakecitybett@iowatelecom.net 

Lake City Betterment 
Association 

We plan to start the meeting at 1:00PM 
with opening statements from all the can-
didates followed by questions from the 
mediator.  Each candidate will have an 
opportunity to make a closing statement.   
If you have questions you would like to 
ask there will be papers available in the 
entryway by noon on this day. Or contact 
Jenifer at the Betterment Office 464-7611.  
All questions will be asked by the mediator 
so make sure to get your questions in prior 
to 12:45pm. 

113 1/2 E Main St 

Lake City, IA 51449 

Lake City Betterment Association 
 

Please join us for coffee and an opportunity to meet our Mayor and City 

Council Candidates.   

Phone: 712-464-8115 

Website:  lakecityiowa.com 

E-mail: lakecitybett@iowatelecom.net 

Sunday, October 21st at the 
Lake City Community Building 

at 1:00 pm 


